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INTRODUCTION

[Hugo] When all borders are closed and you have to stay safe. How can you make a travel photoshoot happen?
My name is Hugo, | am a Netherlands photographer and | did an Africa photoshoot despite COVID-19
restrictions.

[Laura] When traveling and modeling are your passions, but there is no certainty of when you can do this
again. How can you accomplish the closest thing to this? My name is Laura and | modeled in an Africa
photoshoot despite travel restrictions.

[Hugo] In last year’s issue Laura and | wrote an article about our experience shooting far from home: in London
UK (2019). Last year we intended to shoot again in a faraway exotic location and/or epic city. However COVID
restrictions required that we stayed closer to home. Based on scouting | had done before | found a great
location within The Netherlands.

[Laura] When | think about an exotic location, | think either savanna or jungle. However, due to the COVID
restrictions, we had no chance to travel to a true exotic location. Nevertheless, as Hugo always thinks outside
the box, he found a national park within our country’s borders: “De Hoge Veluwe”. | had been in that park
before, however this was years ago when | was a child. | always saw it as a big sandbox to play in. As | found
out, it was actually the perfect African setting for a photoshoot.

[Hugo] Based on this experience we will share the foundation of travel photography with you: scouting,
planning, styling and shooting.

SCOUTING

[Hugo] I always try to visit a shooting location before the shoot. Although the Internet is a great resource
(Instagram, Google Earth and Pinterest), | still prefer to visit a location beforehand; on the day of the shoot |
don’t want to wander aimlessly around with my model. | also need to get a vibe of the place, see which
locations speak to me, see how a model fits into the scene and get some ideas about styling/wardrobe.

[Hugo] | visited National Park “De Hoge Veluwe” during a family holiday. Since it is a national park in The
Netherlands | expected typical Netherlands forests and plains, however some locations in the park actually
have an African vibe. So | decided | wanted to do a model shoot there.

[Hugo] Since | had visited the locations beforehand | knew how to get there. | also knew they were not
accessible by car, but we had to use bicycles (included in the entrance fee). | also knew that the park could get
pretty busy in the afternoon.
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PLANNING

Choose a model and pick a date

[Hugo] When working with a (small) team it is paramount to pick a date as early as possible, since agendas fill
up quickly. Since it is always good fun to shoot with Laura and she lives close to the park, she was the obvious
choice for this shoot.

[Laura] When Hugo contacted me, | was writing my thesis in the UK. The country had been under severe lock-
down, but was opening up little by little. | intended to go home in August (because | needed to introduce my
British boyfriend to my family). We decided to take a possible quarantine into account and shoot when | was
more than two weeks at home.

Ask for permission when in doubt

[Hugo] It is always a good idea to check if you need permission. Since | didn’t know whether permission was
required | shot the PR department an email. They were not immediately convinced that it was a
noncommercial shoot and asked for additional information. At the end it was pretty exciting, because |
received permission only 10 minutes before | had to leave home to pick up Laura.

Have back-up plan
[Hugo] Since it was unsure if we would get permission and we couldn’t shift the dates, we had a back-up plan.

[Laura] | knew of some other great locations, where | had played as a child. However, they were less exciting
than the ones Hugo discovered. We also did not have an opportunity to scout beforehand, which is in
contradiction with our believes and meant we might have to walk for a while looking for a suitable location.
But at least we got to shoot!

Think about refreshments

[Laura] We wouldn’t be shooting close to a restaurant and the weather forecast predicted some hot weather,
so we knew we had to bring some refreshments. Since Hugo had to drive for a while, | sent my boyfriend over
to the supermarket to buy some salads (this is Hugo and my traditional shoot-food) when | was doing hair and
makeup.

STYLING

[Hugo] For styling | decided to go with the African vibe/color schema of the locations. | contacted Laura and
together we decided on the outfits.

[Laura] | immediately fell in love with the locations he had selected. | also knew I had an outfit that would
match the theme of the shoot perfectly. Hugo also had some items from previous shoots. The remainder was
bought cheaply on AliExpress. Through mixing and matching we selected the outfits at my place to pack
everything in the most efficient way.

[Hugo] For further inspiration | created a mood board that reflected the location and styling choices.
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SHOOTING

Start early and or end late

[Hugo] We decided to shoot early and be at the entrance gate around opening times. Hopefully we could finish
shooting before it got really crowded and the sun got high in the sky. | like to include the environment in my
pictures but hate cloning out other visitors.

Travel light

[Laura] We went by bicycle into the park, with all needed equipment, clothes and refreshments. As this was a
lightweight situation we made sure we only packed the necessities. Since Hugo likes to use flash on location a
VAL (Voice Activated Lightstand) can be a great asset. As the park is open to anyone with a ticket, it is also
important someone keeps an eye on the equipment and other stuff. Alex (boyfriend) liked to join us and
therefore was our personal assistant and equipment protector.

[Hugo] My Olympus camera and lenses are perfect for this situation since they are light and compact. | packed:

e Olympus OM-D E-M5 Mark IIl;

e Olympus 45mm 1.2 (fulframe: 90mm);

e Panasonic 15mm 1.7 (fullframe 30mm) and 20mm 1.7 (fullframe 40mm);
e Godox AD360 with AD-S7 softbox and XPro flash trigger.

Shoot for variety

[Hugo] Move around in your locations look forward, but also backward, right and left. Think in color and in
black and white. Use fill in flash and natural light only. Shoot in landscape and portrait mode and try square,
although | prefer landscape especially in this location.

Be flexible

[Hugo] | had scouted several locations in the park, but when shooting we discovered that there was so much
variety within walking distance, that we basically shot all the pictures in one place. This made the shoot go
much smoother and saved us a lot of travelling time.

Limit your shooting time

[Hugo] Although | had scouted several other locations inside the park, we decided to call it a day after the first
one. We had been shooting there for several hours, had taken lots of images and were getting exhausted. If a

shoot takes more than 4 to 5 hours, it is wise to split it over several days to keep everybody energized and get
the best results.
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CLOSING REMARKS

[Hugo] Always scout for locations when you’re on a holiday, but also when you’re walking through your
neighborhood: I've found some great shooting locations in a nearby playground. Don’t let restrictions, like
COVID-19, bring you down, but think outside the box and make the best of it; remember your home is
somebody else’s exotic location.

[Laura] Due to the travel restrictions, | have only been traveling between the UK and the Netherlands whenever
necessary and allowed. The fact that | was not able to go on vacation or discover new countries made me see
that the places where you have been before, even in your own country, are as beautiful and exciting to visit. |
think that no matter where you live, you can make a picture look like it has been taken on the other side of the
world. You just have to use a bit of imagination (or a good photographer with an eye for it).

Hugo Verwijs started model photography shortly after he had joined the photo club
of Den Helder in 2011. He portrays his talents as self-assured, confident and
independent individuals. His specialization is shooting on location but he also likes to
experiment with studio lights.

Laura van Eer has modelled professionally for over 8 years. She has worked
nationally and internationally. After modelling and having her own model agency
she started studying for a business degree. Today she is almost graduated and
models for a hobby.

Instagram: @hugofoto.nl - @laura.vaneer




